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maintenance of tanks or water works in good condition some
land as Manya was given to the person appointed for the
purpose. The tradition of granting dasavanda inam to
selected ayacutdars on the condition of maintaining the tanks
or canals was prevalent in Cuddapah district73. Provision was
also made to remove the silt at the bottom of the tanks
and to strengthen the tank bunds at the time of floods or
rains. A water cess was also being collected from the ryots
who used the water of the tank. Often grain was collected
by the Ayagars or by the village assembly.

As seen from the epigraphical evidences it is

obs^ved that the Rayas and their subordinates and the

philanthropic public showed much interest in the construction

of canals, tanks, wells and to their maintenance74. The

Sangama dymasty ruled the kingctap for ope sp^iiatf

centuries btit orrfy a few irrigation works were taken up,

where as during the period of Tufcjva dynasty which had a

reigning period of 65 years more works were taken up by

various agencies fike the state agency or private parties.

During the 14th century, a beginning was made in improving

irrigation facilities by digging wells and tanks and excavating

channels. There was much progress in the 15th century,

durign the 16th century there was much more development

of irrigation fecilities. About three times of the previous

number of works have been recorded in the inscriptions,

73. T.L Vol 1132t 156, 157, 524, 854, 860; S.U. Vol nos. 55.64.270.